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Happy Spring!

We apologize for the delay of our March 2019 newsletter issue. We got caught up in the longer than

usual winter season.We hope to be more on time with the June 2019 issue.

The winter season and first quarter of 2019 was fulfilling and busy. We have much to share with our

members and supporters. Quite a bit happened from January to March with outreach, fundraising and

volunteering. I want to thank everyone who has contributed to the Section with their time and

resources.

In this newsletter, you will find highlights of not only past events, but also forthcoming events. As we

close the FY19 year, we have a few more events to host for our members and non-members. The

Section is planning to host another family event and a professional leadership summit. In addition, our

annual awards banquet will be coming up soon. Be on the lookout for some important announcements

regarding section officer elections and a scholarship survey. If you’d like to be more involved with

the planning and administration of section events, we are always looking for more help. Come and join

our leadership team!

To conclude, spring is here and I hope allergy season has not been too miserable for anyone and we

all begin to spend more quality time outdoors with family and friends. Thank you for taking the time to

read our newsletter. We hope to see you at our upcoming events.

Enjoy!

Rochelle Larson

FY19 SWE-CNM Section President

Photo by Reids Leslie
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We Local 19

Jan Williams presenting.

Five SWE Central NM members attended WE Local in Denver 

on March 16th and 17th. The Central NM Section received the 

Outstanding Outreach Event Award. Both Jan Williams and 

Leslie Phinney  presented at the conference. Kerrie 

Greenfelder also was in attendance and received the WE Local 

2019 Legacy Award. 

Leslie Phinney presenting.
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Social Media 

The Section has created a group 

called "Pop-up Group Outings" within 

the SWE CNM Facebook page. The 

"Pop-up Group Outings" is a group 

where people could post about an 

informal meet-up event at short notice. 

Potential Pop-up Outings:

• Hike in the Sandias

• Summer Nights and Zoo Music

• Isotopes Game

• NM United Match

• Paint Nite

The purpose of the group is to enjoy 

time with friends, new and old. Anyone 

interested in the Pop-up event is 

welcomed to join the person/people 

that are attending. Just respond to the 

organizer within the post and get the 

details. To join the group visit the 

@swecnm Facebook page and click 

on groups. From here you will see the 

name of the group and a request to 

join. If there are any issues, send us 

an email at swe.cnm@gmail.com.

March 2019  – Issue # 20 
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Albuquerque Expanding 

Your Horizons Conference

Central NM Science & Engineering 

Research Challenge Judging 

These past volunteer and outreach events highlighted may look familiar 

to you because they were advertised in the last issue.

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise 

in democracy. You vote in elections 

once a year, but when you volunteer, 

you vote every day about the kind of 

community you want to live in”.    
~Author Unknown

Introduce a 

Girl to 

Engineering Day



PAST EVENTS

Organization & Happy Hour
Professional Development Event

Just before ringing in the new year, 

Hazel Thorton of Org4Life gave a 

presentation on organizing your 

work space, both physical and 

digital. The presentation was held 

during happy hour at Bow and 

Arrow Brewing Company’s “The 

Loft”. Members, non-members, 

family and friends attended the 

session and gained some tips 

about organization and 

prioritization.

December

26
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March

24

Book Club
Social Event

The inaugural meeting of the Central NM Section book club 

discussed the realm of quantum physics and parallel universes 

in “Dark Matter” by Blake Crouch. The book is read in a fun 

narrative while bringing about thought provoking questions. 

”Hidden Figures” by Margot Lee Shetterly will be read for the 

next book club meeting in the second quarter. Join us and 

read a more accurate account of the women behind NASA 

without the Hollywood affect of the 2016 film. 

If you are interested in joining book club, contact:         

amyreed.es@gmail.com

Most Popular Books Published a Decade Ago (2009):
1. Catching Fire (The Hunger Games, #2)
2. The Help 
3. The Maze Runner 
4. 4. If I stay 
5. 5. City of Glass (The Mortal Instruments, #3)

FUN 
FACT
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Society of Women Engineers, Central New Mexico Section

P.O. Box 13678, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3678

You too can donate to the 

SWE-CNM scholarship fund 

by mailing a check to:

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-

xclick&hosted_button_id=5BZJ6JSDLF25S

Or using the PayPal Link below:
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The Section’s 

fundraiser event was a 

success!  The raised 

funds of $595 will be 

split among the 

Section’s programming 

and scholarships. 

Thank you to all who 

participated!  



Announcement Page

Baby Announcement! 
Past President Erika Amborn and husband Nick 

recently welcomed baby Torvin last year in July. 

They grow so quickly. Congratulations!!

FY20 Nominations and 
Elections for Section 

Leadership
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ENGINEERS WEEK LUNCHEON
SWE-CNM was represented by 

several members at the 2019 

Engineer’s Week Luncheon on 

February 22nd. 

Award recipients were:

Young Engineer of the Year –

Niki Naber (Past Section President)

Project of the Year –

Racquel Michel

The nomination process for elected 

positions of the Section (President, Vice-

President, Treasurer and Secretary) closes 

soon. 

After the nomination period closes, look for 

an announcement regarding the voting 

process. Remember, you must be a member 

to vote and the Section would really 

appreciate your vote.



Announcement Page
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Dedication to Barbara Bridgeman

Did you 

know?

In memory of

Barbara Ann Bridgeman, P.E.

October 10, 1953 – November 16, 1999

Big I Project bridge foundation and

retaining wall design geotechnical 

engineer

Charter Member of Society of 

Women Engineers in New Mexico

A professional engineer whose 

dedication and commitment were 

essential factors in the success of this 

project.”

Big I Reconstruction Project

June 30, 2000 - May 25, 2002

In the midst of the excitement of the massive $239M “Big I” 

reconstruction project (a project that completely rebuilt the 

I-25 and I-40 interchange in Albuquerque in 2002), the 

most poignant story of the Big “I” concerned one of the 

geotechnical engineers who designed footings for the 

graceful new flyover bridges. The engineer’s name, fittingly, 

was Barbara Bridgeman, P.E., and her accomplishments 

were honored in a tangible way:  her name graces one of 

the arching flyover bridges, which stands as a permanent 

monument to all who struggle to carry on with their daily 

lives as they deal with cancer. 

The citation, which is permanently mounted on the flyover 

connecting I-40 eastbound to I-25 northbound, reads as 

shown to the left.

Barbara became ill and began treatment for her cancer as 

the design work for the Big “I” foundations ramped up in 

1998.  She continued treatment periodically until her death 

on November 16, 1999, at the age of 46.  In the interim, 

Barbara’s personal determination and professional 

dedication carried her through the design as she went 

through cycles of chemotherapy, experiencing many of the 

characteristic side effects along the way.  New Mexico 

Transportation Secretary Pete Rahn, in his remarks at the 

dedication of the Big “I” interchange on May 25, 2002, told 

the assembled crowd that Barbara had routinely taken her 

work with her to the chemotherapy clinic, and actually did 

calculations during her treatment.  She also carried on with 

family commitments during this time, as her daughter 

approached high school graduation at Albuquerque 

Academy.

Photo from https://www.aecom.com/projects/big-

i-reconstruction/
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Upcoming Section Events

Want Ads

Social Media Chair 
SWE-CNM needs your help updating our Facebook page 

and creating a consistent social media presence. 

Outreach Chair 
Plans and coordinates two outreach events in a Fiscal Year.

April

4
May

Westwind 3D Tour June

July

Leadership Summit & Annual 

Section Awards Banquet

Stay tuned!

April

6

Industry Night with 

SWE UNM

Social 

Event/Voting Party

& Family Event

Website Chair
Maintains section website with current officers, 

upcoming events, and section information.

NM State Counselor 
Coach and advise the NMSU SWE section. Acts as a liaison 

between collegiate members, industry, and other SWE 

members. 

Honey for 

Thought Quiz

1. True or False: 

The name of the 

SWE comic book 

is “Constance 

and Nano 

Engineering 

Adventure!”

2. Where are the 

2020 WE Local 

conferences 

being held?

3. Who was the 

featured new 

section member 

in this issue?

Find out how 

you did on the 

quiz on the last 

page of the 

Newsletter!

Cartoon Illustrator for the Section Newsletter
This newsletter is looking for a comic artist! If you have can put 

the “A” in STEAM and can blend some humor along with it, this 

job is for you. One comic per newsletter, four comics a 

year…sounds like a good gig. 

Note:  Due to the timing of the newsletter, our April events have already passed. Thanks to 

those who attended. These events will be covered in our next newsletter issue.

Social Event and Voting Party

Come and enjoy some appetizers and drinks while voting for our Section 

Leaders. Let’s meet at the Daily Grind on Thursday, May 30th. 

Spring Family Event

Breakfast in the Botanical Gardens. Bring your family! Date & time TBD.

Leadership Summit

Interested in leadership. Join us for our annual leadership summit in June. More 

details to come! Look out for an email announcement. 

9
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Upcoming Section Events

Renew Your Membership!

What to 

expect at the 

2019 Awards 

Banquet

1. Tea Party Hat 

Contest with 

multiple 

categories.

2. SWE-CNM 

and NM Trivia 

Quiz

3. Member and 

Section 

Leadership 

Recognition

4. Meet your 

FY20 Section 

Leadership 

Officers

5. Enjoyment, 

Amusement, Tea 

and Yummy 

Food!

10

2019 Awards Banquet

and Full Evening Tea

St. James Tea Room

Friday, June 21st

6:30PM (arrive by 6:15pm)

SWE membership is open to individuals of any 

gender. All SWE memberships coincide with the 

SWE fiscal year that runs from July 1 – June 

30** and early renewal/join begins every April. 

Member Benefits include:

• Professional Development & Career 

Services

• Explore Networking Opportunities

• Stay Educated

• Discover a Community of Support
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SWE-CNM Officers (FY 19)
President Rochelle Larson UNM Section

Vice President Kat Grady President Delaney Heileman

Treasurer Meghan McDonald Treasurer Aura Jensen-Curtis

Secretary Katie Henderson Faculty Advisor Svetlana Poroseva

Scholarship Co-Chair Ashley Arrossa NMT Section

Scholarship Co-Chair Annie Dallman President Grace Tenorio

Outreach Chair VACANT Treasurer Sara Franco

Website Chair VACANT Faculty Advisor Claudia Wilson

Social Media Chair VACANT NMSU Section

Newsletter Chair Amy Reed President Kim Pestovich

Awards Chair Jan Williams Treasurer Megan Trujillo

UNM Counselor Rochelle Larson Faculty Advisor

NMT Counselor Amy Reed

NMSU Counselor VACANT

SWE-CNM Historian VACANT

SWE-CNM Board Members Fran Stuart, Jan Williams, 

Kerrie Greenfelder, 

Shannon Williams, and 

Stephanie Wenner

Contact Us!

Conference

We are looking for local conferences, meetings, engineering events, 

expositions, showcases, and maybe even job fairs to attend in order to get 

our name known and out there! If you happen to have something in mind… 

please let us know! Our goal is to spread the word of SWE and broaden our 

horizons. Please email the Section if you’ve got something to share at 

swe.cnm@gmail.com.

SWE-CNM is ready to get out there!

Answers Revealed! 

This could be you!!
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1. True.

2. San Diego, Salt Lake City, Raleigh, 

Buffalo, Des Moines

3. No one  Submit yourself or someone 

else new to Amy Reed!

1-2 Answers right: Oh-vey!

3 Answers right: You’re a sweSTAR!

Collegiate Officers (FY 19)

Submit your own 

questions to be 

used for the next 

quiz! 


