
1

Society of Women Engineers 

Central New Mexico Section 
September

September 2018  – Issue # 18 

In this Issue

P2. New Member 

Profile

P3. Volunteering & 

Outreach

P4. Past Events

P5. Scholarship

P6. Upcoming 

SWE-CNM/ 

Outreach Events 

P7. Member 

Announcements

P8. Professional 

and Collegiate 

Officers FY 19

Useful Links

SWE.org

SWECNM.org

Under construction 

until further notice.

Have news to 

share? 
Send news articles, 

pictures, and newsletter 

submissions to 
amyreed.es@gmail.com

Greetings Central NM Section SWEesters (and potential SWEesters!)

I'm truly grateful to be serving as the Section President this year. I hope to bring some renewed energy to our

section as well as more opportunities for networking and support for our members. With that in mind, I’m

happy to say that this year's leadership cohort for the section is a great group of women who are filled with

energy and motivation. We've got some exciting things planned for this coming year and we're hoping that

you could join us for our events. One example is that we are looking to feature two family oriented events, one

in the fall and one in the spring. The first is coming up this weekend (Sept. 22nd) at Explora. We also want to

continue providing professional development seminars so in October there will be a seminar focused on

communication. More details are included in this newsletter. Let's be honest, we could all use some updates

and new additions to our personal career toolbox so come and join us.

For those that attended the Annual End-of-Summer BBQ, you may remember a survey that went out

regarding potential events for the late fall/winter timeframe. We are currently taking that information and

looking to plan those events. We hope to continue to gather your input and feedback concerning the Section's

events. As leaders, we are always looking to provide our members with support, guidance, inclusion and

FUN!

In looking ahead, the WE19 conference is coming up next month. If you are planning to attend, please feel

free to share your experience with us so we could enlighten our members here in NM. I also want to share

that the Section is planning on making our appearance at WE Local Denver next year in March. More

information on that conference will be highlighted in our next newsletter edition.

I want to thank you for your time in reading this letter. Remember to keep an eye out for our announcements

via email and the newsletter. We hope to see you at one of our events! Enjoy!

Rochelle Larson

FY19 SWE-CNM Section President
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New Section Member

Jordan Carroll works as an environmental 

engineer at a consulting firm focused on 

restoring the environment. Before moving to 

Albuquerque, she transitioned from polymer 

development to climate change research. 

Jordan wanted to better understand how 

humans are impacting the environment and 

what can be done to solve major climate 

problems such as poor water quality and 

scarcity. Aside from work, Jordan likes to 

mountain bike and play too much chess. “Be kind.”  -
Unknown

Meet Jordan Carroll

Fun Facts about Jordan

 Jordan became involved with SWE during her undergrad education to 

engage with female engineers from various backgrounds, as she was 

one of few females pursing chemical engineering in her class.

 Jordan has most recently lived in Washington, D.C. and Boulder, CO.

 Jordan’s favorite SWE memory (for now!) is “Fall camping in the Rocky 

Mountain National Park with University of Colorado at Boulder’s SWE 

Chapter”. 

Two Truths 
& a Lie

 I am a Star Trek 
Aficionado

 I speak Russian
 I was the last of 

my friends to get 
a smart phone

L
et

’s
 P

la
y

…

Find out the 

answer on the last 

page of the 

Newsletter!

Welcome Jordan 
to SWE-CNM!!!!!!
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Volunteering & Outreach

Da Vinci the Genius STEAM Outreach Event

May 4th, 2018 , New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science 

In January 2018, SWE-CNM was asked to participate in an exciting series of events at the 
New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science (NMMNHS). The international 
traveling exhibit, Da Vinci the Genius, opened in Albuquerque for a six-month period at the 
museum. The exhibit is a world-renowned model of STEAM (STEM + Art) education. The 
interactive exhibition features 65 full-scale replicas of da Vinci’s inventions and tactile 
learning experiences in the fields of anatomy, engineering, flight, music, art, and 
beyond. To capitalize on the expected buzz and increased attendance associated with this 
exhibit, the NMMNHS Foundation wanted to offer outreach events in conjunction with the 
exhibit to help inform and build awareness of the creative potential of STEM careers with 
kids, parents, and the general public. SWE-CNM participated in the planning of STEAM 
outreach events. Jan Williams attended planning meetings for the events on behalf of 
SWE-CNM.

The first Friday of the month, beginning in February, an outreach event was scheduled to 
take place at NMMNHS. SWE- CNM took on the task of designing, coordinating, and 
staffing a hands-on STEAM activity based on Da Vinci’s military inventions for May 
4th. Taking inspiration from the scale model catapults and other military machines on 
display, a small group of section members (including Jenny Moose, Kattie Grady, Leslie 
Phinney, and several others) brainstormed what they could do that would reflect the 
creative genius and comprehensive knowledge of physics and engineering that went into 
these military machines. The SWEsters came up with a simple activity – making catapults 
out of popsicle sticks with rubber bands. To incorporate the “Art” dimension of STEAM, 
brightly colored popsicle sticks, rubber bands, and small diameter puffs for ammunition 
were provided. Additionally, stickers and markers were available to allow the young 
engineers to personalize their catapults. A target range was provided to allow each catapult 
to be tested. SWEsters were able to adjust the difficulty of the activity so a wide range of 
kids (pre-kindergarden to junior high) could partake in constructing catapults.

September 2018  – Issue # 18 

Little Rey and a Storm Trooper making 

catapults out of popsicle sticks with rubber 

bands.

May 4th saw record crowds for the 

First Friday events. The event was held in 

conjunction with a “Star Wars” themed evening.

RECORD ALERT!May the 4th be with you!

About 800 people came across the activity area. 

Half were kids.

Half of the kids were girls.
.
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PAST EVENTS

Annual End-of-Summer BBQ

On Saturday, August 25th, the Section gathered for the Annual End-of-Summer 

BBQ at Jan William's home. There was a great turnout of families and SWE-

sters. It was wonderful to catch up with everyone and enjoy time with one 

another.

Making an Appearance at the 

BBQ was a SWE Award for our 

Section!  
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Donation Recognition for FY18

SWE-CNM would like to thank the you for your 
generous donation. Donations keep scholarships 

available to future female engineers.

Aura Jensen-Curtis

University of New Mexico

Raimi Clark

Texas Tech
Recipient since 2016 by meeting scholarship GPA requirements

Shirley Mondy Heidi Jones
Karen Douglas Dave Conley 

Society of Women Engineers, Central New Mexico Section

P.O. Box 13678, Albuquerque, NM 87192-3678

You too can donate to the SWE-CNM 

scholarship fund by mailing a check to:

Kadambari Prabakar

Pennsylvania State University
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Upcoming Section/Outreach Events

Want Ads

Social Media Chair 
SWE-CNM needs your help updating our Facebook page 

and creating a consistent social media presence. 

Outreach Chair 
Plans and coordinates two outreach events in a Fiscal Year.

Oct 

18-20
Nov 

WE18

Minneapolis, MN

Dec

Jan

26

Annual SWE 

Christmas Party

Expanding Your 

Horizons 

Conference

Oct 

29

Professional Development 

Presentation on Communication

Announcement 

coming soon!

Professional Development Presentation on Communication
How do you know it’s going well and what to do when its blowing up in your 
face!?! Suggestions to make communicating with all entities a little easier 
and how to fix it when things are falling apart! Presentation by Donna Lexi 
Miles on October 29th at 6:30 pm at TBD.

SWE-CNM Quarterly Book Club 
Why join? 1. Get to know more SWE-CNM members. 2. Stimulate your mind. 
3. Learn new things. 4. You can say you read at least 4 books a year. 

Interested? Email Amy at amyreed.es@gmail.com. With enough interest, 
SWE-CNM Book Club kicks in Winter January 2019!

Website Chair
Maintains section website with current officers, 

upcoming events, and section information.

NM State Counselor 
Coach and advise the NMSU SWE section. Acts as a liaison 

between collegiate members, industry, and other SWE 

members. 

Honey for 

Thought Quiz

1. How many 

hours does the 

average adult 

need to spend 

with a person to 

consider them a 

casual friend?

2. Can a 

collegiate section 

be in good 

standing with 

SWE HQ without 

a Professional 

Counselor?

3. True or False -

SWE has 

developed 

Diversity & 

Inclusion card 

decks.

Find out how 

you did on the 

quiz on the last 

page of the 

Newsletter!

Cartoon Illustrator for the Section Newsletter
This newsletter is looking for a comic artist! If you have can put 

the “A” in STEAM and can blend some humor along with it, this 

job is for you. One comic per newsletter, four comics a 

year…sounds like a good gig. 
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Member Announcements

A
w
a
r
d
s

30th Wedding Anniversary

Shirley Mondy and her husband, Audie, celebrated their

30th wedding anniversary during the Annual End-of-Summer

BBQ on August 25th. Congratulations! Thank you for letting

your fellow SWE-sters be apart of your special day!

Want your 

announcement here in 

the next Section 

Newsletter? 

Email 

amyreed.es@gmail.com

Leslie M. Phinney, Ph.D. won the Prism

Award in 2017 for groundbreaking research

in the fields of radiation interactions with

microsystems, and thermophysics effects on

MEMS, seamlessly paired with a

distinguished record of teaching, student

mentorship, and professional service.

Way to go Leslie!

Looking 

for

Life E
vents

Awards/

Celebrations

G
ra

du
at

io
n

Obtaining 

Certifications
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SWE-CNM Officers (FY 19)
President Rochelle Larson UNM Section

Vice President Kat Grady President Delaney Heileman

Treasurer Meghan McDonald Treasurer Aura Jensen-Curtis

Secretary Katie Henderson Faculty Advisor

Scholarship Co-Chair Ashley Arrossa NMT Section

Scholarship Co-Chair Annie Dallman President Grace Tenorio

Outreach Chair VACANT Treasurer Sara Franco

Website Chair VACANT Faculty Advisor Claudia Wilson

Social Media Chair VACANT NMSU Section

Newsletter Chair Amy Reed President Kim Pestovich

Awards Chair Jan Williams Treasurer Megan Trujillo

UNM Counselor Rochelle Larson Faculty Advisor

NMT Counselor Amy Reed

NMSU Counselor VACANT

SWE-CNM Historian VACANT

SWE-CNM Board Members Fran Stuart, Jan Williams, 

Kerrie Greenfelder, 

Shannon Williams, and 

Stephanie Wenner

Contact Us!

Conferences

We are looking for local conferences, meetings, engineering events, 

expositions, showcases, and maybe even job fairs to attend in order to get 

our name known and out there! If you happen to have something in mind… 

please let us know! Our goal is to spread the word of SWE and broaden our 

horizons. Please email the Section if you’ve got something to share at 

swe.cnm@gmail.com.

SWE-CNM is ready to get out there!

Answers Revealed! 

This could be you!!

Tw
o

 T
ru

th
s 

an
d

 a
 L

ie

 I am a Star Trek 

Aficionado

 I speak Russian

 I was the last of my 

friends to get a smart 

phone H
o

n
ey

 f
o

r 
T

h
o

u
g

h
t

Q
u

iz
 A

n
sw

er
s

1. 50 hours (Better join the Book Club)

2. No! (NMSU Counselor position is open)

3. True! Check it out at:
http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/diversity-

and-inclusion

1-2 Answers right: Oh-vey!

3 Answers right: You’re a sweSTAR!

Collegiate Officers (FY 19)


